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Introduction to the Abyssinica SIL Font Package

U n ao cP h A. The Ethiopic script is used for writing many of the languages of Ethiopia
and Eritrea. Ethiopic (U+1200..U+137F)" was added to Unicode 3.0.
Ethiopic Supplement (U+1380..U+139F)? and Ethiopic Extended
,U’,ﬁua'ﬂﬂ ‘pri\ a (U+2D80..U+2DDF)® were added to Unicode 4.1. Abyssinica SIL
supports all Ethiopic characters which are in Unicode including the
Unicode 4.1 extensions. Some languages of Ethiopia are not yet able to be fully represented in Unicode
and, where necessary, we have included non-Unicode characters in the Private Use Area (see Private-
use (PUA) characters supported by Abyssinica SIL4).

This release is a regular typeface, with no bold or italic version available or planned.

! http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U1200.pdf
2 http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U1380.pdf

® http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U2D80.pdf
4

http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site _id=nrsi&item_id=AbyssinicaSIL _UsersGuide#pua
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System requirements

The Abyssinica SIL font is designed to work on systems and with applications that provide support for
TrueType fonts and for Unicode character encoding. This includes all 32-bit versions of Microsoft
Windows®, as well as recent versions of the Mac OS (version 9.0 and later), and also some
implementations of Unix / Linux (TrueType font support on Unix and Linux may depend upon the
particular applications in use).

The preceding characterization of system requirements describes the minimum needed to display
characters. Realizing the full capabilities of this font involves additional requirements. This first release of
the font is designed to work with any of three advanced font technologies, Graphite, OpenType or AAT.
Although standard use of the Ethiopic script does not require any of these smart font technologies, to take
advantage of the advanced typographic capabilities of this font, you must be using applications that
provide an adequate level of support® for Graphite, OpenType or AAT. Microsoft Office 2003 supports

dynamic positioning of most diacritics (but not U+135F := ETHIOPIC COMBINING GEMINATION MARK) over the
Ethiopic range (U+1200..U+135A) but not over Ethiopic Supplement or Ethiopic Extended characters.

However, Microsoft Publisher 2003 does support dynamic positioning of U+135F = ETHIOPIC COMBINING
GEMINATION MARK. There are currently few applications which make use of the Graphite capabilities of the
font. These include all applications in the FieldWorks Suite® (such as Data Notebook and WorldPad) as
well as a Graphite integration into OpenOffice 2.0".

Samples

A sample from one page is shown below. For a complete list of characters included in Abyssinica SIL, see
Supported character ranges, below.

VUL EVPP AN AAN A AA, chhe ch. b ch th b b @D aD-0],
CYELI°P T 0, 2PV (4 bl o CE NN AN
ANFLARTO N PRE P 2P S LRP-FEEFEPEE
FE EP-N-N.00.NN0 000, 90000+ kE 3BT
R T AR O g T g M 1 R i e Y T B e B b B LS L e
LGRS RR-RARRAAN- LA AD D e ha D B IR
N0 T 0. 2PRO-PP00-%,%%0 PHH-HH
HBHEL ST PR PP B P 0.5.9. 5. 820
L.5.5.88,8:0.8 TR BT ELEL 1ML IR DR
T 1LI757 2. mmem. T T M@, 60, 605 651, 72 601 B 67> 61,
22882528 222222 R2.00:1.920 P P 4.4 4 b F 62 &;
TFLIET7LE ML

Abyssinica SIL Sample - Ethiopic syllables

® http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item _id=DoulosSIL_AdLvSup

® http://www.sil.org/computing/fieldworks/index.html

" http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item id=00o0 20 _graphite
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Supported character ranges

This font supports 461 Ethiopic characters and over 241 Latin characters from the Unicode 4.1 standard,
as well as over 125 Private Use Area (PUA) characters. In total, over 978 glyphs are included. The
following character ranges constitute many of the characters supported by this font:

CO0 Controls and
Basic Latin

C1 Controls and
Latin-1
Supplement

Latin Extended-A
Latin Extended-B

Spacing Modifier
Letters

Combining
Diacritical Marks

Ethiopic

Ethiopic
Supplemental

Ethiopic
Extended

General
Punctuation

Superscripts and
Subscripts

Currency
Symbols

Letterlike
Symbols

Geometric
Shapes

Dingbats

PUA

U+0020..U+007E

U+00A0..U+00FF
U+0152..U+0153, U+0160..U+0161, U+0178, U+017D..U+017E
U+0192

U+02C6, U+02DC

U+0300..U+0304, U+0307..U+0308, U+030B..U+030C, U+030F
U+1200..137C

U+1380..U+1399

U+2D80..U+2DDE

U+2007..U+200A, U+2013..U+2014, U+2018..U+201A, U+201C..U+201E, U+2020..U+2022,
U+2026, U+2030, U+2039..U+203B

U+2070, U+2074..U+2079

U+20AC

U+2122

U+25CC

U+2713

U+E021, U+E029, U+E031, U+E039..U+E043, U+E068..U+EO06E, U+E070..U+E072, U+E200,
U+E202..U+E205, U+E217, U+E227, U+E230..U+E236, U+E24F, U+E257, U+E25F, U+E26F,
U+E290..E296, U+E2A8..U+E2AE, U+E2B7, U+E2BF, U+E2D7..U+E2DE, U+E2E7,
U+E2F8..U+E2FE, U+E313, U+E318..U+E31F, U+E328..U+E32E, U+E338..U+E33F, U+E343,
U+E34F, U+E380..U+E386, U+E400..U+E406, U+E408, U+E410..U+E416, U+E490..E494,
U+E496, U+E498..U+E49A

Supported character ranges

Private-use (PUA) characters supported by Abyssinica SIL

PUA characters in the font are documented in SILEthiopicPrivateUseAreaBlock.pdf whichis
included in the font download.

2006-05-23
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Advanced typographic capabilities

This font supports various advanced typographic capabilities using the Graphite, OpenType, or AAT font
technologies.

e Auto placement of diacritics (one level only) on Ethiopic syllables only (not on Latin characters)

e Kerning of almost 200 pairs of Ethiopic syllables

These capabilities are available in any application that supports the Graphite technology. They are also
available via the OpenType technology, though this requires applications that provide a sufficient level of
support for OpenType features. (See System Requirements.) With AAT applications, only limited
combinations of base characters and diacritics will work correctly; beyond the supported set of
combinations, diacritic placement may be inferior.

A sample of diacritic placement and kerning is shown below:

Diacritic placement:

e ch 9P & (-
Kerned: Not kerned:
e (7
At AT

Abyssinica SIL Sample - Diacritic placement and Kerning

Conversion

In order to use this font with existing data that was created for use with fonts developed using custom-
encoded fonts, it is necessary to re-type or convert data to produce data that is encoded in conformance
with the Unicode Standard. TECKit is one program that can be used for character encoding conversion.
TECKit allows users to write their own custom conversion mappings.

The TECKit package is available for download from SIL’s TECkit Web site: TECKit®.

Three TECKit® mapping files (compiled and uncompiled) are available as a separate download (SIL-
Ethiopia (Latin to Fidel) Unicode mappinqlo). They are intended for use where text has been input

“phonetically” as a syllable (be, ppii, etc.) and conversion to fidel is desired (I'L, L, etc.).

Keyboarding

The ability to obtain the full benefits of this font is also dependent upon having means for Unicode
character input. This package does include a Keyman keyboard. The Keyman Keyboard can be
downloaded from Abyssinica SIL Font Download™'.

8 http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=TECKkitIntro
9

http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=TECKitIntro

19 http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=MappingFiles#SILEthiopic

1 http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=AbyssinicaSIL_download#download
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This keyboard was developed for keyboarding the Ethiopic Script. For guidelines on who can use Keyman
and for downloading, go to: http://www.tavultesoft.com. The “Abyssinica SIL Unicode” keyboard is
designed to work with the Abyssinica SIL font which can be downloaded separately or as a part of this
package. Unless you need to use the Private Use Area (PUA) characters in this font you can use this
keyboard with any Ethiopic Unicode font. For complete instructions on keyboard installation and usage, go
to Keyboard Installation and Use®?.

Various other means may be available for different operating-system platforms to create additional input
methods. For instance, Microsoft Keyboard Layout Creator™ can be used for this purpose on Microsoft
Windows. For the Mac, version 10.2 of Mac OS X includes a mechanism for users to create custom
Unicode keyboard layouts (see http://developer.apple.com/technotes/tn2002/tn2056.html).

See also: Ge'ez Script Keyman Keyboards™* and The Ethiopic Unicode Resource Page®®

License

Abyssinica SIL is released under the SIL Open Font License™ - please read it carefully and do not
download the fonts unless you agree to the terms of the license:

This Font Software is Copyright (c) 2000-2006, SIL International (http://scripts.sil.org/). All Rights
Reserved.

“Abyssinica” is a Reserved Font Name for this Font Software. “SIL” is a Reserved Font Name for this Font
Software.

This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.0. No modification of the
license is permitted, only verbatim copy is allowed. This license is copied below, and is also available with
a FAQ at: http://scripts.sil.org/OFL

SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE

Version 1.0 - 22 November 2005

PREAMBLE

The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide development of cooperative font
projects, to support the font creation efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide an
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and redistributed freely as long as they
are not sold by themselves. The fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded,

redistributed and sold with any software provided that the font names of derivative works are changed.
The fonts and derivatives, however, cannot be released under any other type of license.

DEFINITIONS

“Font Software” refers to any and all of the following:
e font files
® data files

® source code

12 http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item_id=KeyboardinstallationAndUse#KM _install

13 hittp://ww.microsoft.com/globaldev/tools/msklc.mspx

1 http://keyboards.ethiopic.org/

15 http://www.abyssiniacybergateway.net/fidel/unicode/

16 hitp://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&item _id=OFL
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® build scripts

e documentation

“Reserved Font Name” refers to the Font Software name as seen by users and any other names as
specified after the copyright statement.

“Standard Version” refers to the collection of Font Software components as distributed by the Copyright
Holder.

“Modified Version” refers to any derivative font software made by adding to, deleting, or substituting — in
part or in whole — any of the components of the Standard Version, by changing formats or by porting the
Font Software to a new environment.

“Author” refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical writer or other person who contributed to
the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of the Font Software, to use,
study, copy, merge, embed, modify, redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the
FontSoftware, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components, in Standard or Modified Versions, may
be sold by itself.

2) Standard or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled, redistributed and sold with any
software, provided that each copy contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or in the appropriate machine-readable
metadata fields within text or binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font Name(s), in part or in whole,
unless explicit written permission is granted by the Copyright Holder. This restriction applies to all
references stored in the Font Software, such as the font menu name and other font description fields,
which are used to differentiate the font from others.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder or the Author(s) of the Font Software shall not be used to promote,
endorse or advertise any Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the Copyright
Holder and the Author(s) or with their explicit written permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole, must be distributed using this license,
and may not be distributed under any other license.

TERMINATION

This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are not met.

DISCLAIMER

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK,
OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM,
DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL,
OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE,
ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER
DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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Notes to contributors

The release of Abyssinica SIL version 1.0 under the OFL license provides a means for people to
contribute to the project. For information on what you're allowed to change or modify, consult the OFL and
OFL-FAQ. The OFL-FAQ also gives a very general rationale regarding why you would want to contribute
to the project.

Anyone can make their own modified version of Abyssinica SIL (using a different name), but SIL
International will continue to maintain and develop the canonical version of the Abyssinica SIL font. As the
package maintainer, we warmly welcome contributions. Here are some things to keep in mind:

e Format: We are open to contributions in various formats, but if you want to maximise the
chances of us including your work, please make it available to us (via email or a URL) as either a
FontLab database (preferred) or a PostScript Type 1 (or OT-CFF) font.

e Source files: We're including the FontLab database used in developing the font. The font,
however, was not solely built from this FontLab database, so a simple “Generate Font” will not
give you an identical result. The database is provided not as canonical source but as an aid to
anyone who might find it useful to have access to it. For those who may find them useful, we are
also providing the Graphite GDL file (ETKernComb .gdl) and VOLT project files
Abyssinica SIL.vtp, AboveMarks.vtg, Kern.vtl, Mark.vtl).

e Copyright attribution: If you submit something for inclusion in the Abyssinica SIL font, we will
ask you to affirm that it is your original work, and ask you to assign the copyright of your work to
SIL International. This is to ensure that future releases can be made under improved versions of
the OFL without needing to track you down for further permission. This follows the same principle
used by the FSF. Keep in mind that we are a not-for-profit organization committed to free/libre
and open source software, and that any contributions incorporated in the fonts will always be
available under the OFL or a similar license.

e Quality: Because we want to be able to guarantee a high level of quality for the Abyssinica SIL
font, we will review submissions carefully. Please don't be discouraged if we do not include a
submission for this reason, or ask you to make specific revisions.

e Types of contributions: If you wish to make a contribution - a set of additional glyphs, scripts,
code, etc. - please contact us before you do any work to see if it is a contribution we currently
need. Every addition adds to the complexity of the project and needs to be carefully planned.
This also avoids two people working on the same type of addition at the same time.

Installation and Use

Once the package has been downloaded, if you downloaded the . exe package you can double-click on it
to install the files in a temporary folder.

Otherwise you will need a decompression utility such as WinZip*’ (Windows) or Stuffit Expander®®
(Macintosh) to expand the archive. Within the archive is the font file and documentation
(AbyssinicaSILFontDocumentation.pdf).

This font can be installed using standard font installation procedures for the given operating-system
platform. Note that certain applications may not see the new font immediately. You may have to quit and
restart the application for the font to become available.

7 http://www.winzip.com/

18 hitp://www.aladdinsys.com/downloads/software.html
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If you downloaded the AbyssinicaSILKeymanKbd.kmp file you must have Keyman already installed.
You can double-click on AbyssinicaSILKeymanKbd.kmp to automatically install the keyboard
package and font.

Release History

25 May, 2006 Release of Abyssinica SIL (1.0)

Known Issues

Diacritic positioning

Microsoft Office 2003 supports dynamic positioning of most diacritics (but not U+135F ETHIOPIC
COMBINING GEMINATION MARK) over the Ethiopic range (U+1200..U+135A) but not over Ethiopic
Supplement or Ethiopic Extended characters. However, Microsoft Publisher 2003 does support dynamic

positioning of U+135F :: ETHIOPIC COMBINING GEMINATION MARK.

Support

As these fonts and utilities are distributed at no cost, we are unable to provide a commercial level of
personal technical support. We will, however, try to resolve problems that are reported to us.

We do hope that you will report problems so they can be addressed in future releases. Even if you are not
having any specific problems, but have an idea on how this system could be improved, we want to hear
your ideas and suggestions.

Please note that these fonts are intended for use by experienced computer users. Installing and using
these fonts is not a trivial matter. The most effective technical support is usually provided by an
experienced computer user who can personally sit down with you at your computer to troubleshoot the
problem.

General troubleshooting information, including frequently asked questions, can be found in the
documentation. Additional information is also available on the general Font FAQ gagelg. If that fails to
answer your guestion you can contact us at:

User Support

SIL International
Non-Roman Script Initiative
7500 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.
Dallas, TX 75236

USA

Telephone: (972) 708-7495 FAX: (972) 708-7388
Email: [=] SIL_fonts@sil.org

19 hitp://scripts.sil.org/FontFAQ
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